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December 9 1960. 


Ze the American Consul’; 
Aden, Avabdia. 


The Seeretary of State encloses for the information 
ef the Gensul, anki for appropriate comment, a copy of a 
wepert prepared by the American Military Attaché at 
Lonhen, with vegara. to « recent change in the political 
status of Anirv. 
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DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
See 811,111 Quote 90f/6 0 FOR Deapatals $82 een 
FROM ..2ort..5aid.0.000000 (Remillard...) DATED ..Mov.4,1941, 0.00. 
XXXEKX NAME ee 


REGARDING: 


Geographical boundries of the Kingdom of Hejaz,Nejd and 
the dependencies thereof, 


Requests to be informed of the exact,= 
(Copy attached) 
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Ko, 97.- 
AMERI GAN G@GONSGULATE 
Pert Seid, agypt, Nevember 4, 1951. 


Birt 


I have the hener to refer to the Department's 
Instructions of June 16, 1951 and June @, 1951 
Gesigneting this Consulete as the quota control office 
for the newly established quota for the Kingdom of Hedjaz, 
We ja and the dependencies thereof, and to request that 
the Department inform me us to the exact geographical 
boundries of thet Kingéosm. 1 heve been unable to obtain 
the information from any local source and, while there 
have been 20 applications fer the registratian of persons 
bern within the limits of the said Kingiam, it is 
Believed that this Consulate should have on file definite 
information as to the territery comprised in the Kingden 
of Hedjez, Nejd and the dependencies thereof. 


Respectfully yours, 








1/ 


EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


LONDON, September 23, 1932. 


wo. 3) J 


SUBJECT: Change of Name of the Kingdom of the Hedjaz 
and Nejd and Its Dependencies. 


OR DISTRIBULICN ~ Jina! oe. | 
To S718 Fi) : 


In U. 


The Honorable 





The Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 


Sir: 

I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a 
note under date of September 22 from the Legation of 
Hedjaz and Nejd, informing me that as from that day 
the Kingdom of the Hedjaz and Nejd and Its Dependencies 
is to be called instead "The Arabfan Saudian Kingdom." 

Re aay _ ' 
/ 3 Atherton, — 

Chargé d'affaires ad_interim. 


To 


1. Letter from Sheikh Hafiz Wahba, 
dated September 22, 1952. 


Br/WMC. a 
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Seat — 


ENCLOSURE WO. 1 TO DESPaTcH NO. SEPTEMBER 23 
1938, FROM THE EMBASSY, LONDON, ENGLAND. , 


42, Eaton Place, 


Royal Legation of London, S.W. l. 
Hed jaz and Ne jd, 
London. 22nd September, 1932. 


Your Exccllency, 

I have the honour to intimate that in 
accordance with the wishes of his subjects His 
Majesty King Abdul Aziz has graciously consented 
that his kingdom be called "The Arabian Saudian 
Kingdom" instead of "The Kingdom of the Hed jaz 
and Nejd and.Its ianantene si, This new name 
is to operate from this day. 

Please accept the assurance of my highest 


consideration. 


HAFIZ WAHBA. 


ee ee ee 


A TRUE COPY 
OF THE SIGNED 
ORIGINAL 





His Excellency 
H.E. the Hon. Andrew W. Mellon, 
The American Embassy, 
4, Grosvenor Gardens, 
S.W. le 
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LONDON, September 29, 1932. 
Me, 34 | 
SUBJECT: Change of Name of the Kingdom of the Hedjaz 
and Nejd and Its Dependencies. ee \ 
AE 3 Lie , 
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phe Honorable - 
~~ 
The Secretary of State, Oo 
Washington, D.C. 
°° 
of” , 
Sir: & 
0 
ial c 
I have the honor to refer to my despatch : 379 3 
of September 25 and to transmit herewith a note of iad 
1/ September 27 from the Minister of the Kingdom of Saudi ‘2 


Arabia, to the effect that the new name of the Kingdom 
of the Hedjaz and Nejd and its Dependencies is the 
"Kingdom of Saudi Arabia" and not the "Arabian Seudien 


Kingdom." oes 
Respectfully The 
ati Ray Atherton, 
Chargé d'affaires ad interim. 
Enclosure: 


1. Letter from the Minister of the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia, dated September 27, 19352. 


pay ae Not 2 


mee A+) October 12 1882. 


To the American Ambassador, 
London. 


The Secretary of State has received the Embassy's 
despatch No. 391 of September 29, 1932, with which it 
was stated there was enclosed a copy of a note of 
September 27, 1932, from the Minister of the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia regarding the change in the name éf 
that Kingdom, Inasmuch as a copy of the note in question 
was not attached to the Embassy's despatch, it is requested 
that such a copy be transmitted to the Department at an 
early date, 


ee oe eee 
A true copy of 
the signed orig- 
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OF STATE 
October 13, 1932 


Kingdom of Seudi Arabia 


Mr. Ray Atherton, the american Charge d'Affaires at London, 
reported to the Department of State uncer date September 59, 1932, 
that he hed reccived a note from the Minister of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia, dated Septemver 27, 1932, to the effect that the 


new name of the Kingdom of the Hedjaz and Nejd end Its Devendencies 


is the "Kingdom of Seudi jarabia" instead of the “Arabian Seudian 
Kingdom". 


Me ok oe 


Zoe Lb 100 
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ens ad Trust Company of NewYork,” 


A merger of 


et 
Nation —_ anes in New York - Guaranty Trust Company of NewYork 9° 3h” 
New York Offices 


Ofdanized 1839 Organized 1864 
140 Broadway Foreign Offices 
140 Broadway 


¢ Cable Address "Garritus” 
Cable Address,"Videlitas” Capital $90,000,000. Surplus $170,000,000. ; 
Fifth Avenue at 44‘) St. 
Cable Address: Notromco” 


F Member of Federal Reserve System London Paris 
Madison Avenue at GOHSLOOT DO | A2 Liverpool Havre 
u “f 1G { ? | Brussels Antwerp 


New York October 20, 1932 


Inrepltying please refer to 810=1 






) act ae me ~ ale © 
DIViIS © 

NEAR pelosi _— O 

Washington, " 

D. Ce. : 

Gentlemen: : 


We have seen a report in the newspapers that the 
name of the Kingdom of Hedjaz and Nejd has been changed to The 


Arabian Saudian Kingdom. Will you please let me know if this is 


correct. 


Yours very truly, 


SBR 


In reply refer to 
BE 890F.014/8 


Guaranty Trust Company of New York, 
140 Broadway, 


New York City. 
Sirs: 


The receipt is acknowledged of your letter of Octo- 
ber 20, 1932, requesting information regarding the change 
in the name of the Kingdom of the Hejaz and Nejd and its 
Dependencies. 

In reply I take pleasure in enclosing @ copy of a 
press release which was issued by the Department on 
October 13, 1932, from which you will note that the 
new name of the country in question is the "Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia". 

Very truly yours, 


For the Seeretary of State; 


©, Paul H. Alling, 
on 4) Acting Chief, 
ye Division of Near Eastern Affairs. 
vo Pe, 
@. Enolosure: ' 
? Press release 


dated October 13, 1932. 
NE PHA/LM 
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DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
SEE 990g.00/217 FoR #292 
FROM yaa... (Sloan ) DATED OCt+6, 1952 
TO NAME 1—1127 
REGARDING: 


Arab Saudian Kingdom. 


Change of the name of the Kingdom of Hejaz, Nejd and its 
Dependencies to. —-. 


Wi 


6/ ¥10° 3068 


THK ARAB SAUWV14N KINGDOM It is 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE Reperted frem 
uyria that he ae denhy ting, Ibe seyA nas iecued « 
igyal Order changing the name of his Kingdom of the 
He jax, Ne jd, und ite dependencies to that of "The 


red 


Aged Gaudien Kingiem". It is believed that the 

new mame is intended to lend further prestige to 
King Im Seud in the implication of greater unity 

im hie Kinglem ani to assist him in his ambition ) 
to form the strangest Arab nation. | 


PRINCY GHAZI'S ENGAGEMENT DENIED ‘The press 
again reports the 
rumor that ene of the objects of King Yaisal's viait 
to Transjor@an was that of arranging the mrriage of 
his son Crom Prince Ghezi to the daughter of “nir 
Ab@ulleh, thus strengthening ties between the two 
nations. While that marriage my eventually take 
Place, a member of the Foreign Office staff has 
stated unofficially that up to the present there 
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IO I have the honor to advibe t by Royal’ Vecree of 


No. 108. a . 


AMERICAN CONSU 






Aden, Arabia, October 12, 
4 
bite UnivaAL ABYER | 


SUBJECT : dhange of name of Kingdom of the He fr 


W Nejd and Dependencies to the Arabian 4 

- ; Saoudian Kingdom. | 
DEPARTMENT OF < 

ber i ec ATer’ : 1 copy of despatc 


filed,in MA Geog. Section. 










ns 


September 18, 1932 the official designation of the Kingdom 


01/¥710° 4068 


of the Hedjaz, Nejd, and its Dependencies has been changed 


to the Arabian Saoudian Kingdom. The decree was published 


in the September 23, 1932 issue of the official UM-EL-QURA 


of Mecca, and will be translated and sent to the Department 

as soon as possible. It may be stated parenthetically tha ats 

the Consulate has not received any copies of the UM-EL-Q pie | 
since the issue of August 26, 1902. The subsequent issues & 4 


440 \ 


are being sought locally. 

It is understood that the change of name was made with 
the idea that a united name may lessen the dissension 
between various elements of the kingdom ruled by abdul Aziz 
ibn Abdul Rahman al Faisal as-LSaoud, who, it is understood, 
has been incurring the displeasure of his own Nejdi tribes 
recently. It is further undergtood that the egoistic name 
given the land by its ruler is preliminary to the establish- 
ment of the line of succession to the throne, provision for 
which,has, it is said, also been made. Information at hand 
is to the effect that in Saoudian court circles the change 


is 


Bie 


is considered as "the first step towerds Arabian unifica- 
tion", 
Respectfully yours, 
Wi Wraturrles x, 


W. N. Walmsley jr. 
American Vice Consul 


File No. 800, 
WNW /MSM 
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HISTGRIGAL ADVISER | 
SUBJECT ¢ | fext of Hoyal Decree changing name of K 

py 08 i | of Hedjaz, Nejd and its vependencies to { 
| arabian Saoudian Kingdom. 
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ho. tide this date concerning the change of the name of ‘ 
WS 


No. 111. se 
AMERICAN CONSU 








Aden, srabia, October 12, 1932 


DEPARTMENT OF Si 


1 copy of despatch 


filed in HA Geouw. Section. 


REPY. ME SLATS 
_ WF SiATE 
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a eens 
en 
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the Kingdom of Hedjaz, Nejd and its Dependencies to the 
"arabian Saoudian Kingdom", and to cite in transletion from 
the arabic, xoyal Decree No. 2716, published in the Septen- 
ber 25, 1932 issue of the official UWM-EL-CURA of Mecca: 


"ROYAL DECREE 
"No. 2716 


"Relying upon God, and in accordance witl. the 

several telegrams forwarded to us by our subjects 

in the Kingdom of Hedjaz, Nejd, and its Depeidencies 
which represents the public opinion of our people 
and complies with our purpose of establishing the 
unity of the various parts of this Arabian Kingdon, 
we have ordered the following: 


440! gf AGN 


"l) The name of the Kingdom of Hedjaz, Nejd, and 
its Dependencies will be changed to the Arabian 
Saoudian Kingdom (al-Mamlakah'l Arabia 'l Saocudia) 
and our title from this moment will be the King of 
the Arabian saoudian Kinedeii (“al ik eal-Mamlakah 


‘larabia ‘1 Saoudia). 


"11) This decree will enter into force on the date 
of its publication. 


"111) This change will not have any effect on 
governmental treaties, accords or liabilities, 
which maintain their validity end integrity, and 
the said change will also not effect accords end 
agreements of indivicuals, but these will ell 
remain executable. 


IV 


ain 


"IV) All previous regulations, instructions end 
orders issued by us remain valid after the ehove 
change. 


“y) ‘the forms of our present covernments in 
Hedjaz, Nejad und Dependencies will elso remain 
provisionally the same pending completion of the 
reorganization of the kingdom on the basis of 
the new governmental unity. 


"VI) The assembly of our representatives will form 
shortly to lay down the fundamental constitution 
of the Kingdom and the reguletions relating to 
the succession to the crown, as well us to the 
composition of the Goverment, snd to submit sane 
to us in order that we may issue our orders. 

"VII) whe president of our assexbly of HKepresenta- 
tives will be permitte: to add to the number of 
members any person or persons whose counsel may 
be of utility during the formetion of the con- 
stitution and rules. 

"VIII) We fix whursday the 2lst vamedi lst, 1351, 
the day equivalent to the first day of the Mayzan, 
as the day of the declaration of th: unity of the 
Arabian singdom and we beseach of the slmighty 
nis assistamce. 

"Issued in our Palace at Ryadth on this 17th day of 
Jamadi the lst, 1351. 

Nabdul aziz 
"By order of H. M. the King 
"The Viceroy 

Faisal" 

The Decree was dated september 1&, 1952 and became 
effective september 23, 1932. 

It appears that the Decree, as issued, contains a sop 
for d@iasatisfied elements. The loosely worded article 
about the "assembly" to draw up a "fundamental constitution", 
which will include the establishment of the law of succes- 
sion, 1s apparently the price of "unification". However, 
it is difficult to understand how even the royal decree can 
affect the tribal organization of the country or the life 
of its people. 

The day fixed for the "declaration of ...unity" is 
one of good omen. 

Respectfully yours, 


VW. N. Walmsley eA P- 


american Vice Consul 


File No.800f 
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EMBASSY OF THE A, 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 





Nox 2 S London, October 26, 1932. ' 


SUBJECT: Change of Name of the Kingdom of the nedjaz and 


Nejd and Its Dependencies. 
DEPT. OF STATE 
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The Honorable NOV Y 1932 ih 
DIVISION OF ~ 
The Secretary of State, NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS _ 
Nh 
Washington, D. C. FA 
Sir: - ‘J vf é 


In despatch No. 391 of September 29, 1952, I had the 
honor to infors the Department of a note from the Minister 
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia stating that the new neme,of 
the Kingdom of the Hedjaz and Nejd and its Dependencies is 
the "Kingdom of Saudi Arabia". In compliance with the s 
Department's instruction No. 247 of October 13, 1932, I fave 
the honor to transmit herewith the enclosure to despatch 
No. 391 which was inadvertently omitted. I venture to point 
out that in these most recent advices the Minister corrects 
his former statement forwarded with the Embassy's despatch 
No. 379 of September 23, 1932, and officially sets forth 
that the correct name of his Kingdom is the "Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia". . 


Ra/ER i Ray Atherto 
7 Counselor assy. 
Enclosure : 


Note from Minister of Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
dated September 27, 1932. 





ENCLOSURE NO. 1 TO pEspaTcH No. 4‘ 5S 9 oF 
OCTOBER 26, 1932, FROM THE EMBASSY AT LONDON, ENGLAND. 


COPY. 
42, Eaton Place, 
Royal Legation of Hedjaz & Nejd, London, S.W. l. 
LONDON. 


27th September, 1932. 


Your Excellency, 

With reference to my letter of the 22nd 
instant, intimating to you the new name adopted 
by my country, and operating from that date, I 
have the honour to present to Your Excellency 
herewith the amended English translation, which 
is as follows:- 

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
I very much regret that the English translation 
communicated to you in the preceding etter was 
not an accurate one. 

Please accept the assurances of my highest 
consideration. 

(Signed) HAFIZ WAHBA. 
Minister of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 


His Excellency, 
H. E. the Hon. Andrew W. Mellon, 
The American Embassy, 
4, Grosvenor Gardens, 
S.W. 1. 








A TRUE COPY 
OF THE SIGNED 
ORIGINAL 
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Washington, D. C. = Ae ARS | 





Arabian Saudian Kingdom 


Can you give us any information respecting the 
boundaries of the Arabian Saudian Kingdon recently 
reoorted in the press as having been established 
by King Ibn Saud to comprise most of tha Arabian 
Peninsula? 


£1/P7 10° aACG8 


We are also intsrested in learning what the native 
name of the kingdom is - that is the native spelling 
of the name of the kingdom, using, however, latin 
letters. 


We shall very much appreciate any information you 
can give us as we are publishing a map for Rotary 
clubs all over the world and naturally desires to 
Dak o dats and correct. 





eB GL AH 
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ner 14 288. 


In reply refer to 
NE 890F.014/12 


Mr. Russell VY. Williams, 
Department Head, 
Rotary International, 
211 West Wacker Drive, 
Chicago, Illinois. 


Sirs 

The receipt is acknowledged of your letter of Novem- 
ber 9, 1932, requesting information regarding the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia. This Kingdom is bounded on the north by 
Transjordan and Irag, on the east by Kuwait, the Persian 
Gulf and the Hinterland of the British Protectorate of Aden, 
on the south by the Kingdom of the Yemen, and on the west 
by the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aqaba. 

In accordance with Royal Decree No. 2716 of Jamadi (I) 
17, 1351, A.H., which corresponds to September 18, 1932, 
the name of the Kingdom of the Hejaz and Nejd and its 
Dependencies was changed to that of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia. A suggested English transliteration of this name 
from the Arabic is "al~Mamlakah ‘1 Arabia '1 Saoudia”. 
The title of the King, also in MInglish transliteration, 
is "Malik al-Mamlakeah ‘1 Arabia 'l Saoudia". 


S1/¥719°4062 


As of possible interest there is enclosed a copy of 
the information sheet issued by the American Consulate at 
Aden in which certain information is furnished regarding 
the population, commerce and industries of the above 
mentioned Kingdom, 

Very truly yours, 
For the Secretary of State; 


Wallace Murray, 
Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs. 


Enclosure: 
Information sheet, 
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Chicago, 16 November, 1922 


Mr. Wallace Murray Vom anTuant or tat | 
Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affair 


Department of State Wr 
Washington, D. C. 1932 
DiViIsiOW Bt 


NEAR EAS! ERN 
Dear Sir: 









Thank you for your prompt reply to our inquiry. 
Your letter of \14 November gives us the informa- 


tion we were seeking. We very much appreciate 


your help. 





Sincerely, 


BOWLING GREEN, KENTUCKY, U S.A. 


S1/vlo°s068 AMSA 


DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
‘o9] 
© 
(@) 
» - 
SEE __890f.6363 Standard 0il Co./3 FOR ....memorandut O 
pp 
FROM .Near Eastern Dive (..Murray ) DATED _Decel, 1952 — 
TO NAME o-18a7 ore » 
REGARDING: 


Oil concession in El Hasa, Saudi Arabia. 


View expressed to t'rancis B. Loomis of the Standard Oil Co. of 
California, that Ibn Saud of Saudi arabia, has power to grant 
an ~» and that’ the British have no control over this territory. 


Ay f 


Wi 


DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
see _790f.901 11/5 ror. #917 
FROM Jerusalem (Sloan ) DATED _._ AUG+26, 1955 
TO NAME = 3587 ere 
REGARDING: 


Treaty of “riendship between Saudi arabia and Transjordan 
which is said to contain a secret pact for the inclusion of 
Ma'an and Akaba within the territory of Palestine. 


Wi 


GifVl0°4068 


SEE __.867n.9111/104 


FROM ..Jerusalem....-.....-- 
TO 


REGARDING: 
Dispositi 


Newspaper 


DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
enetbacanngnamianhiaibinatiionglieiian FOR ......--. Report--$Os..-.---.----. 
aeneenenneanene- (------ 3 L0an---------- ) DATED -.suey26,--1933 
NAME 1—1197 ore 


on of Ma’an and Akaba. 


discussion of =. 


Wi 
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DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
ee) 
saa 
© 
5... |. ee. ae 4480 vy 
e 
oO 
From “den c.. FOX ) DATED ___ Auge28, 1933 — 
TO NAME TIES eve ae 
~J 
REGARDING: 


British are demanding vecognition of,the neutral areas in the 
northeastern area of Saudi Arabia as an integral part of Iraq 
in return for supplying Saudi Arabia with arms and ammnitiong 
also the transfer to Transjordan of the Aqaba-la'an area 
or the granting o@ permission to the British to build, use and 
defend a Red Sea naval base there. 


Reference in the ENCYCLOPAEDIA BRITANNICA to attempts of the 
British to annex Aqaba and Ma'an to Trans jordan. 


Wi 


No. 48 
AMERICAN CONSULATE 


Aden, APabia, August 26, 1935 


COMFIDENTIAL 
Suboject: Developments in the Saudi-Yemeni Complex. 


THE HONORABLE 
THE CECRETARY OF STATE, 
WASHINGTON. 


ee 
Sir: a” 
& 


SR 


I have the honer to inform the Department that Saudi- sath 
Yemeni relationships seem to be moving steadily toward greve | ca 
misunderstanding and conflict; the situation is becoming more “4 
tense, with both Ibn Saud and the Imam taking stock of their 
resources, and consolidating their positions. Prediction ran ie ; 
ny been made that open conflict will be entered upon sometime 
during October; to what extent this is true is not known, but 
it ie kmewn generally that Ibm Saud has been gathering his 
ferees for some time sont: and thet he hes approached the Bri- 
6 i tish for a loan, and for aid in arms and ammunition. It is al- 
mt se known that the Imam is placing his troops in position of 
i‘ rentane should armed conflict be inescapable. 

AB @ general anehorage for the remarks whieh are to fol- 
a | x low, please refer to my despatches of July &, 193%, (No. 28), 
|." em@ of July 31, 1938, (No. 37), which indicate that « serious 
y pitt vetcoen-these two arab rulers has been caused by disagree- 
' mente regerding the boundaries of their two countries in ssir, 

El Arou, end the Najran districts. 

The El Arow district, whieh formerly was a nominal part 
of Asir, was awarded to the Imam by Ibn Saud when the former, 
in apperently magnanimous mood, requested the latter to arbi- 
trate the dispute between them. Now, Ibn Saud, no doudt feel- 


ing 





ing that he had been taken some advantage of in the past, 
and believing teo that it is not newcpossible for him to 
trust the friendship of the Imam has made verbal reclaim 
So .this erea. To make this point clear, a brief note on 
this subject is here inserted: 


"The treaty or agreement between the Iman 
and Ibn Saud grew out of the troubles whieh a- 
rose in the Ildrissi's territory dur 1931. 
Asir, as taken by the Hejaz, contained an in- 
land region (Jebel Arou or Arou) ruled i a 
certain Sheikh who had always been more or less 
independent of the Idrisei. when Ibn Saud, Gon- 
querer of the Hejaz, began to press his autho- 
rity in this area, the Sheikh sent word to the 
Imam that he preferred to be incorporated in 
the Yemen. The Imam, thereupon, sent troops 
(said to be about 1,200) to ocoupy the terri- 
tory. As was to be expected, there was immed- 
iate friction between these two outside forces. 
Emissaries sent to this area by both Ibn Saud 
and the Imam to compose the differences were 
net successful, and it is believed they began 
te threaten each other. Things began to look 
badly and the local Imire began to take sides. 
The Imam then, very astutely, requested Ibn 
Saud to be the sole arbiter of the diffioul- 
ties of administration. apparently, not ex- 
peoting or desiring such "ohivalry", Ibn Saud 
graciously arbitrated in faver of the Iman, 
henee the Treaty cr Agreement of El Arou which 
gave the territory of El Arou to the Iman." 


It is said that this claim on the part of Ibn Saud, 
sinee it has, up to the present, been backed only by a 
small force on the outskirts of El Arou, was simply a ruse 
te tempt the Imam to order the withdrawal of a part of his 
forces now in the Najreg district for presumed defensive 
employment in El Arou, thus weakening his armed strength in 
Najran, against which area the forces of Ibm Saud are eaid 
to be massing. 

While the re-oleim of Ibn Saud te the El Aarou district 
has not caused the withdrawal of any of the Yemeni troops 
from the Nejran area (where they are not having an easy 
time), it is reported that the Imam hes ordered certain re- 
serve forees from the Hodeidah area to El arou; it is stated 


that 
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that these forces consist of 10,000 men, and that active 
reeruitment is being carried out among the villages and 
tribes of the Yemen. The presence, therefore, of troop: 
masses in beth the El Arow district and in Nejran form 
two points of possible conflict, which may be lead to the 
state of open hostilities predicted, should seme mitually 
acceptable solution of these differences not soon be arr- 
ived at. 

The boundary question in Asir also opens up a possi- 
ble field of trouble, since the limitation of Yemeni and 
Saudi Asir seem never to have been determined sufficient- 
ly. WNew, whether Fate se willsiit, or it is advaneed as 
@ recompense for the asylum of the Idrissi in the Yemen, 
the Imam is laying claim to Asir territory as far north 
es Kunfide; ané on the other hand, [bm Saud is endeavoring 
to persuade the Imam to retain the present tacit border 
in the region of Midi. Im this, the emissaries of Ibn 
Saué te the Imam et Sane'a have not been successful, and 
they heve returned to Vecca. It may be thet the exper- 
ienece of El Idrissi and his family in the confines of the 
Imam’s territory was sufficient for them to conclude that 
the Imam's offer of asylum and essistance wae not without 
ite hope of gain; be whatever it may, it is now reported 
that the son of El [drisei (Mubammed bin [drissi), whe has 
been nominated by Ibn Saud to administer asir in the absence 
of his father, is reported to have offered his service to 
Ibn Seud should he be in need of them in hostilities with 
the Imam. 

In epeaking of the difficulties arising between these 
twe leaders because of the asir boundary dispute, the daily 
newsergan of Palestine, the “Jamia El Islamia", in its issue 
of August 20, 1935, carried the following article; 

"WHEN 
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“WHEN WILL THE ASIR DISPUTES END? 


"Im reviewing the state of effairs between 
Sana'a and Mecca, the Imam ané his colleagues 
are zealously claiming Asir as a part of Yemen 
ané strongly advocate its immediate ineorpora- 
tion into their kingdom. Likewise Ibm Saud has 
not neglected his opportunity to preve that asir 
is alse a part of Saudi Arabia. Wwe oan now only 
eonelude that it does not seem possible for the 
two rulers to come to any terms without encoun- 
tering some difficulties of dangerous import. 


"Imam Yahie further deelares in his claim 

that the attachment of asir to Saudi Arabia is a 
recent circumstance and there is not material evi- 
dence to suppert Ibm Saud's claim of governing the 
territory. He further thinks that if the Advisory 
Couneil of Saudi Afebie has deoided to sustain the 
authority of Ibn Saud over Asir, it is because the 
Gouncil cannot act otherwise. 


"a treaty was signed in 1920 between Sheikh 
Muhammeé Ali Idrisesi Fl Kabir and Abdul Aziz Ibn 
Saud, then Prince of Nejad, wherein the former en- 
powered Ibn Saud to rule Asir as an administrative 
part of Nejd. In 1926 another treaty was negoti- 
ated between Syed Hassan [drissi and Saudi Arabia 
whereby the administration of Asir was transferred 
to the Hejaz government, 


"Unless one of the two hands over his part to 
the other, we do not think they can arrive at any 
mutual understanding. 


Tmam Yahia is seriously endeavoring to cap- 
ture all the surrounding territories of Yemen and 
to extend his kingdom, as he has been trying for 
some time past, and consequently, he had to face 
meny dangers of war. He fought with Idpissi El 
Kabir who was assisted by the British who suppli- 
ed him with emmunition and arms. The Idrissi came 
with his forces as far as Hodeidah, but in 1918 the 
Imam succeeded in drivi the Idrissi back. The 
British took such a prominent part in this war that 
after the cepture of Hodeidah by the Imam, British 
airplenes were seen bombarding villages and towns 
near Hodeidesh, and other boundaries of the Yemen 
and this practice continued till 1928. 


The Imam is very anxious to conquer Asir and 
see it joined with the Yemen. He despatched his 
troops between 1925 and 1926 towards Asir. Having 
crossed Agi)-Ril-araish, the troops reached midi 
and erected their camps in that area. But on the 
other hand the British were reacting against his 
activities in Asir by creating some trouble in the 
mounteinous areas of Dhela and Yafa. Thus the Imam 
began to pay attention to this new trouble and iu 
the mean time the Idrissi found an opportunity to 
call for the assistance of Ibn Saud who immediately 
accepted the invitation of a war against the Imam 
ané at once ordered the deepatch of his troops who 
arrived in Asir and drove out the forces of the Iman, 


occupying 


oB~ 


occupying the place. 


Now Saudi Arabia and the Yemen are again 
reising their eyes to create some trouble. 


We pray that God may reconcile their dif- 
ferences and not allow a third party to make 
fools of them.” 


That this series of critical misunderstandings between 
these two rujers is exciting the coneerncof Moslems of other 
countries is clearly set forth in the following exeerpt from 
an article in the French vernacular newspaper, "La Reforme 


Illustrie”, in its issue of August 13, 1935: 


"THE SITUATION IN ARABIA 


The Severéigns of the Hejaz and the Yemen 
are requested to resort to arbvitra- 
tion. 


“L'ahrem” received from its correspondent in 
Jerusalem » ‘éspatoh saying that the thousands of 
Netionalists of Syria and Palestine continue to 
evidenee the greatest anxisty because of the im- 
pending eonflict between King Ibn Saud and the 
Imam Yehia. 


The [ndependenee arty addreesed telegraphic 
messages to the King of the Hejaz end the sove- 
reign of the Yemen extorting them to put an end 
to the conflict and to resort to arbitration, hold- 
ing themselves responsible before the Arabien 
countries and Fistory for whatever conflict may 
break out in the arabian Peninsule. Such a wer, 
says the nessage, will involve all the arab coun- 
tries, 


The messages have beem similerly addressed to 
the thousands of Nationalists in Syria, Trans-Jordan, 
Iraq, and Zgypt requesting them to draw the atten- 
tion of the two sovereigns to the gravity of the 
situation and to the position in which they would 
place the Arad countries in case a war broke out 
between them. 


According to the sume correspondent, the Inde- 
pendence Party received a response to their appeal 
from King Ibn Saud, the Sovereign of the Hejaz, de- 
claring that he would Ge everything possible to 
evade conflict, basing everything upon the perso- 
nal regard which he has for the Imam Yehia. He 
— the dark cloud will not dolay in disappear- 

ng. 


He concjudes by saying that he has no inten- 
tion of attacking the Yemen, and that he will hold 
himself on the defensive. He accepts, on the other 


hand 
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hend, the propsed arbitration. Upon the receipt 
ef this response, the I tele- 
graphed the Imam Yehia to accept tration." 
Aecording te the issue of August 13, 1953, of the 
Palestine peper, “Jamia El Islamia", the text of the tele- 
eram to Ibn Saud, and his reply therete, are as follow: 
"Telegraphic Message from the Moslems 
of Palestine to Ibm Saud to 
Resort to arbitration. 
Im the mame of Allah and for the welfare of 
our Moslem community, we Moslems of Palestine app- 
reach your Majesty with a sincere message of good- 
will end peace for Seudi Arabia and Yemen. we ar- 
Gently implore your Majesty to negotiate and defi- 
nitely settle up the disputes and difference of 
opinions arising for asir, between your Majesty 
ané the Imam Yehia. 
It makes no distinetion if asir is ruled by 


your Majesty or by the Imem Yehia so long as it 
advanees the Moslem cause. 


*e 88 


The Response of Ibn Saud. 
I em very glad to know that the Moslems of Pa- 

boon. ndervoring’ te, fear ered, reiations vith Se 

Yemen, but the Imam seems to dispise all my efforts 

a ae ee 

The reply of Ibm Saud, as above incorporated, clearly 
indieates his desire to keep his hands “clean” before the 
Moslems, as one who is more sinned against than sinning, 
thus, should he find it later to be convenient to enter into, 
or impossible to aviod a conflict with the Imam he will have 
laid a very good foundation for the sympathatic support sup- 
port of all his actions. It is very epposite te remark that 
the Imam has, up to the present, refrained from making any 
reply to a similar telegram whieh was dispatched to him by 
the same agencies in Palestine. 

To show the differenee in the manner of approach of 


these 
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these two Arab rulers there is hereunder incorporated an 
artiole which appeared in the August llth issue of the French 
vernacular newspaper of Alexandria, "La Bourse Feyptienne"; 


THE AYAKENING OF MARS 


Clouds, charged with Electricity are Passing over 
Arabia. 


King Ibn Seoud and the Imam Yehie are eoncentrat- 
ing troops on their Frontiers. 


*e * 


Serious events are unfolding in arabia where war 
threatens to break out between the Yemen and the 
He jaz. 


Here, according to the correspondent of "Al Ahram", 
is a picture of the situation. 


** Bate 


King Ibn Seoud sent a delegation, headed by Khaled 
bey El Karkani, to the Imam Yehia to negotiate a solution 
of the differences whieh exist between the two count- 
ries, and to conclude a treaty guaranteeing the intre- 
gity or continuation of friendly conference. For a 
long time, the Imam Yehia retained the Commission, but 
earried out no negotiation with them because of his ill- 
ness, Nevertheless the Imam had a subtile change of att- 
itude; he forbad the delegation to communicate by tele- 
graph with their government at Mecca, and placed them 
under a sort of surveillance. 


The Imam Yehia, nevertheless, sent to the delega- 
tion the following demands: 


1. The abandonment by King Ibn Seoud, to the 
profit of the Imam, of the region between 
"1 adarse and Tehema, or a part of syeh 
region, 


2. The reattachment of the region to the 
north of Najran, administered by Ibn Seoud, 
to the territory of the Yemen. 


In order to present the delegation with a fait 
accompli, the Imam Yehia sent Yemeni troops to occupy 
Najran: After having put down the troubles which had 
broken out in Yemeni Najran, the troops were ordered 
to advanee in the direetion of Nejdi Najran. 


For reasons whieh are not yet known, the Imam Yehia 
hindered the delegation of Ibn Seoud to leave Sana'a 
where it hed continued to remain. 


Im a very strongly worded telegram, Ibn Saud deman- 
ded the liberation of the delegation. 


It is believed that Saif Fl Islam, amir Ahmed, Heir 
Apparent of the Yemen, contributed to render the situa- 


tion 


Be 


tion critical, sided in this by the illness of his 
father. 


King Ibm Seoud commenced to concentrate his 
troops in the two regions of Assir, known as Fl 
Sourte and Tehama. 


vith regard to the troops of the Imam, it seemed 
to be their intention to penetrate still further into 
the Najran area and, so it seemed, to push as far as 
the territory of the Nejdi tribes. 


King Ibn Seoud addressed a telegram to Imam Ye- 
hie whioh stated, among other things: 


1. That he would not attaek the Yemen, 


2. That he would hold himself on the defensive, 
but that the Imam should not render the sit- 
intion critical, 


3. That he was disposed to examine the situa- 
tion in its entirety, and consent to assist 
im all questions which gave cause for diff- 
erences, to the end that they would not ca- 
use any future danger to the relations be- 
tween the two countries. 

i all 


One has reason to believe that certain Hejezi 
pereons, who have been coxpelled from the Hejaz, and 
certain foreigners are, for some purpose, mixing in 
the differences emanating between the tuo countries. 
Should the situation continue as it is, var will be 
inevitable. 


It is well to state, according to the corres- 
pondent, that the sit#ation is complicated between 
the Italians. and the Yemen. In effect, the Italian 
delegation which had gone to Sana'a suffered a re- 
pulse. The Imam ordered the expulsion of the Ital- 
ian doctor, whe was in the Yemen, on the pretext 
that he hed given him (the Imam) poison." 


(Since the above ineorporated newspaper article men- 
tioned the Italian-Arabian complex, attention is in- 
vited to my despatches, No. 37, of July 31, 1933,- 
pages 7 and S- and No, 42, of August 2, 1933, -peges 
8 and 9- which bear this general subject. while 
speaking parenthetically, it may be stated that the 
local military spéak rather’ concerfiedly about strained 
Anglo-Italian relations because of jed Sea activities 
of Italy. It has been said that if this trouble 
between Ibn Saud and the Imam result in armed host- 
ilities, British interest will center as meh in Eri- 
trea as in the Arab Peninsula. <aAnent this feeling, 
it is said that British ships ure cacually gathering 
in the eastern end of the Mediterranean whence they 
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no active and profitable part.) 


That the Imam had been bold enough to impede the commu- 


nication 
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mieation of the Commission of Ibn Seud im Sana‘a with their 
fovernment representatives in Mecca was not heretofore 

known although it was generally stated that the Commission 
was having 4ifficulty with the Imam and was not able to 
arrive at any satisfactory agreement. It is known, on the. 
other hand, that the “conquest” of Najran was undertaken 
while the Commission marked time, awaiting the passing of the 
Imem's indisposition. 

That Ibm Saud has shown great patience and restraint 
in this and other difficulties with the Imam and others, is 
speken highly of in Yohamedan centers and it is believed 
this will stand him in good stead, he having combined the 
Christlice and Yilsonian polieies of "other cheek" and 
“watehful waiting”. His paternal coneern for the comfort 
ana welfare of Moslem pilgrims has also won for him a very 
warm spot in the hearts of the Prephet's followers. Just 
what material benefit this will profit him is not suffi- 
ciently clear at the present, but it is believed that many 
Moslem countries will floek to his standard should he find 
it necessary to isame such « call. 

It becomes more clear that, because of his generous 
handling of each difficult situation, whether it be the 
forgivemess of the Jdrissi end his followers in the asir 
revolt, the openhanded dealings with the Hashimite remnants 
im Iraq ané Trans-Jordan, with indig@it:or affluent dwellers 
within his joint kingdom, or his humble entreaties with the 
Imam te conserve the peace and to compose their differences 
in a spirit of friendship, the great mass of arad and Mos- 
lem people®.®2° swinging to is side; it is believed be will 
continue te be astute enough to akc full eapital cf Als 
religios appeal -while still prepering his forees and re- 
sourees for the impending conflict. 


while 
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While meh attention is given to the uncomposed 
Gifferences of Idm Saud and the Imam over the delimi- 
tations of their boundaries in ssir, the Imam's son, Ahme 
Sail al Islem, continues his bloody conquests in the Naj- 
ran area; what Ibm Saud kills, it is for the glory of the. 
Prophet; when Ahmed kills, it is for the lust of blood and 
the extention of the Imamate -a very 4ifferent thing in 
the eyes of a fanatical people; thus at the Moslems in 
general beginning to think, according to information. That 
from this situation, Ibm Saud may emerge as the great lead- 
er of the Arab peoples is beginning to seem not so remote 
as formerly, and some say that he is being impelled by Fate 
toward the Kalifet, @ trail whieh his feet have saught for 
many years, and now seem of the verge of troding, directed 
therete by the compass of his brain and the eastwind of 
highborn chanee. 

This lust of ahmed for feats of the sword is believed 
to be the match which will ignite the arabian powder maga- 
zine. It has been said thet ahmed has already highly con- 
plicated the situation by his hot-headed tactics in deal- 
ing with the various situations which have lately arisen, 
having taken advantage of the indisposition of his father 
through flimess to impose his own firey will. Se much in 
evidence has come his woeful lack of ability to guide his 
country on other than a path of blood, that it is reported 
his advisors have endeavored to persuade him to relinquish 
his claims to the Imamate in favor of his brother Hussain; 
that this will be brought about is generally doubted, and 
the Ymem moves on toward a reddening sunset. 

In my previous despatch, No. 26, of July 8, 1953, pages 
10 eané il. I stated thet the probable basis of claim for 
Yemeni treops to be in the Najran area were the rights pre- 

sumed 
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sumed to have been given to the Imam as the result of a 
"partition" treaty made with him by Ibm Saud in 1927; I 
cited as my authority for making sueh a statement the con- 
tents of a eopy of a despateh which the British Minister 
at Jidda had forwarded for the files of the local Residency 
office -and thet I had read that despatch. Upon the ree- 
eipt of a somewhat contrary bit of information, I again 
brought up this matter with a Resideneg official and was 
informed that my previous stetement to the Department was 
correct, in so far as the records and information of the 
Residency revealed, 

I was not satisfied with the information as given, 
and desired to know, if possible, just what were the terms 
of the reported treaty between Ibn Saud and the Imam «hich 
gave basis for the son of the fmam to lay waste therein in 
sueh a manner under the pretext of subjecting tribes which 
owed adherence to the Yemen. in doing so, the following 
note regarding the vicisitudes of the Najran was added: 

"Near the close of 1926, the Najranis were eres 

as disturbing the aceful border tribes of I 

Saud. These hostilities were said to have been 

originated by the Najranis who subjected the ne- 

ighboring tribes to sueh an extent that they in- 
plored Ibn Saud to send troops for their assis- 
tence and protection. Ibn Saud immediately or- 
dered the despatch of troops from Taif. 

Several days of severe fighting took place; 

the troops of Ibn Saud were well equiped with all 

the re ,uirements of mountain wayfame. Finally, 

however, the Najranis*féund thdémselves no longer 
capable of facing the forees of Ibp Saud, due to 

a shortage of provisions, arms, and ammunition, 

and they surrendered. 

The chieftens were brought *to Al Riyadh where 

they niger d declared their willingness to make a 

treaty with Ibn Saud. seuey in 1927, a treaty vas 

made tween Ibn Saud and e Na jrenis whieh stated 
thet henceforth the territory of Najran was to be 
eonsidered as a protectorate of Ibn Saud." 

The above indicated status of Najran was the one pre- 
viously accepted by the Residency and local persons who zive 
some attention to political affairs in this erea; the in- 
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formation received from the British Minister in Jidda 
(as presented te him, so he says, by the Seudi Minis- 
ter of Foreign affairs) came as a surprise, although 
not a serious one. It is now wondered if both condi- 
tions are true and whether there was some understand- 
ing with the Imam as to the territorial extension of 
the Najran area. 

However, whether either or beth conditions are true 
is of comparatively little import compared to the manner 
of Ahmed's eonquest, and the fact that he has definitely 
passed any frontier line whieh may be regarded as indis- 
putedly Yemeni, end thet, in so doing, he has run coun- 
ter to the interests of Ibm Saud. In Asir and Kl arou, 
these differences between the rulers is one of discuss- 
ion for the present and are not complicated by the pre- 
sence of en active armed force; in the Nejran, the pro- 
ximity of conflicting armed forces, and with Ahmed nei- 
ther capable nor anxious to arrive at a peaceful solu~- 
tion of the diffiesulties, it is not believed such a hoped- 
for solution will be arrived at without the intervention 
ef outside forces of a persuasive or other nature. 

Persuasive forces are already at work, as evidenced 
by the respective telegrams sent by the Independence Par- 
ty in Palestine and the neighboping arab countries to the 
two contestants; should other forces emanate from these 
sources, it is believed it will be of individuals and not 
by the concerted action ef, covernments. In this connec- 
tion, it is well to remember that the thrones of both Trans- 
Jordan and Iraq are held by remnants of the Hashimite fa- 
mily who, while pessibly agreeing to enter inte a treaty 
of friendship for the purpose of keeping the peace between 
their respective states, would not coneeivably act to ad- 
vanee the interests of the uprooter of their family. 
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Direet assistance of armed force from other sources 
does not seem possible, or likely. It has been stated, 
om the other hand, that the probable clash of European 
powers in Arabian spheres may lead to this very thing. 

The facts or inferences whieh have come to notise are 

not, for the present, of such conelusiveness er proba- 
bility that I desire more than to mention them lightly 
very lightly indeed. For notation and later reference, 

it has been stated that the British ere viewing with 
eoneern the thrust of Italy for a foothold on the Ara- 
bian peninsula, using its African possession of Eritrea 

as the spear-head. The assistance given t the Idrissi 

in 1911 to estebdlish his independence of Turkey, and the 
friendly relations which they have enjoyed (until recently, 
if present information indicating a serious rift in Italo- 
Yemeni relationships is true) with the Imam, the implacable 
eneny of the British, has not helii/the situation. 

In the absence of armed foree to assist them, and it is 
of general belief that sueh is not available, the Imam and 
Ibn Saud will either have to depend upon the resources they 
now have, or look elsewhere for the war supplies of whieh 
they may be in need. In reviewing the situation on the basis 
of information at hand, it seems that the Imam is well supp- 
lied with both finameial resources and war equipment. on 
the other hand, Ibn Saud is known to be in rather serious 
financial circumstances, and it is said thet his supply of 
arms and ammunition is limited; it is he, therefore, who 
must bidchis time and seek a source of supply. 

It has been reperted by the Residency thet Ibm Saud 
had eppreoeched the British government, presumably through 
the British Minister in Jidda, for a loan and for a supp- 
ly of arms end ammunition; the report shows, further, thet 

the 
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the British government had refused to acquiesce and refused 
both the loam end the supply of arms end ammunition reques- 
ted. It was gathered that the inference was that the refu- 
sal of the British te grant the request of Ibm Saudwas 
final. 

Im failing te accept this finality of refusel, it may 
be said that with the Imem seo well equiped for the tesk so 
seemingly at hand, a refusal to assist Ibm Saud is actually 
the granting of such assistance to the Imam, and it cannot 
be said thet the British are anxious te accomplish that end; 
however, some point out, that the British are not anxious 
to make Ibm Seud supreme in the Arabian Peninsula since he 
is a hard bargainer, end it is the belief that should he 
dominate this area he may consider himself (and may be) 
sufficiently strong te relieve himself of all British con- 
nection and fetters, a position net eB all pleasant to Bri- 
tish interests. In exercising this dilemma, it is believed 
the British will choese to render sesistanee to Ibn Saud, 
fut that they will withhold succor until certain agreements 
are consumated. 

The British counterbalances for loans and erme and 
eammmnition are thought to be the following: 

1. The pia gph ool the neutral areas in the 


area of Saudi Arabia as an 
integral part of Iraq; 


2. The granting of right-of-w int the Saudi 
side of the Persian oul in the Al Hassa 
district, for a permanent or alternate ro- 


ute for British permanent traveling the 
Cairo-Kareehi route; 


rebuilding, with British materials and un- 
der British management, of the Mecca-Damas- 
eus Railway; 


4. The tranéfer te Trans-Jordéan of the Aqabe<ia'an 
area, either now or at the end of 1934 when 
the present statu quo arrangement ends - or 
the granting of permission to the British 
te build, use, and defend a Red Sea naval 

base there; 


3. The 


5S. Im case of vietery, to open, or cause the Iman 
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rate as established by the Turko-British 
treaty of 1902-05; 


6. The appointment of a British finaneial edviseor 
th*Poreunas'of tas Tihen for"ite"Hetiee 
nent. 

The efforts of the British Minister in Iraq, Sir Perey 

Cox, in 1923, to wrest the ereas, adjacent to Iraq, from Ibn 
Saud so that they might be made a part of that puppet King- 
dom, succeeded only in their status of a neutral sone being 
accomplished, a half-way measure to the British. These sreas 
will, it is the Arab belief, be seized in their enttrety as 
soon as good eause presents itself. Believing Ibm Seud now 
te be virtually in extremis, it is the netive belief that 
the British will exact their toll, e#@ a part of their loan 
and arms aerrengement, if this is consuneted, 

The endeaver of the British to gain right-of-way across 

Fe EE See: SR: Green Deena: Tee et ee 
Persian ‘ite eee and the right of British planes to cross 
Persien territery was denied, has previously been reported. 
That the British, in their endeavor to procure this alter- 
nate route went to the length of intriguing with the local 
native rulers to form a confederation against Ibn Saud does 
mot permit of its present consideration as of little or no 
consequence. 

whem it was previously breached that one of the guaran- 

tees for the repayment cf a previously contemplated loan by 
the British to Ibm Saud was the rebuilding and control of 

the old Meeca-Damaseus railway, the local Residency office 
stated the British goverment /ne longer interested in such 
a venture. However, with the retura of prosperity to the 

world, this may preve te be a favorable commereial venture, 
end it may also seem probable thet the right thereto would 
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new be re uested te prevent it from falling into the hands 
of other nationals, a condition likely in the present 
predicament of Ibn Saud which/foreign eonsessions upon 
him to balance the shrinking revenues of his sountries. 

The Encycolopeedia Britannica, in speaking of the Hejaz, 
makes the following reference to the Aqaba and Ma'an areas 
and the attemt of the British to wrest them from the flee- 
ing Ali in order to annex them to the puppet state of Trans- 
Jorden: 


"During the Yahhabi invasion whieh followed, Great 
Britain and the other Powers deelered their neutra- 
lity and Husain, having abdicated the throne in 1924, 
retired to ‘Avaba, whieh, with Ma’an, the British 
Government made an unsuccessful attempt in negotia- 
tien with King ali to detech from the Hejaz in fa- 
vor of Trane-Jordan. In July 1925, however, a favor- 
able opportunity of achieving this object presented 
itself and, King Husain having been yg eye te Ccy- 
prus, the british Government annexed territory 
in cuestion down to the Haql-iiudawwarea line. Ibn 
Saud has steadily declined to reeognize this ann- 
exation as being inconsistent with the declared 
neutrality of Great Britain during the war with 
Hussein, and this area remains almost the only cor- 
nor of Arabia where the relations of the arabs and 
Europe have not been satisfactorily adjusted.” 


A more recent mention of this area of disagreement bet- 
ween Ibn Saud and the British was made in the "Arabie vorld" 
in its issue of July 268, 1933, as followe: 


"The regions of Akabea ané Ma'an were part of 
the Trans-Jordan during the reigns of King Husain 
and his son, King ali. The latter solemnly re- 
nounced them during his retreat from Mecca to Je- 
ddah, after the conquest of the Hedjaz by Ibm Saud. 
He, tron Saud) no sooner established on the Throne, 
lost no time in oceupying the regions gonjointly 
with Great Britain, and during the negotiations 
which teok place between the two eountries in 1927, 
the Treaty of Djeddah was signed, but the  uvestion 
of Akabe and Ma’an remained unsettled. Further 
negotiations resulted in the yt gh of the 
eget ge until the termination of the said Treaty 

n 1934," 


That the British will press for pressure te be placed 
upon the Imam to recognize the Protectorate border is thought 
probable 


ab f+ 


probable since this is the only remaining area (as refer- 
red to the above-ineorporated article from the Encyclo- 
peedia Britannica) where the question of definite border 
exists as conesrns Arab and Europem nations. 

The demand that the details of the loam shall be looked 
after by a British national seems to follow the usual Bri- 
tish preeedure in sueh cases, 

It has reliably been stated that because of the terms 
demended by the British, in returm for thgvloan, Ibn Saud 
has, up te the present, refused to acced to them, and the 
loan has net yet been put through. That it will later be 
put through is not so certain, since informetion has come 
to hand thet arms ané ammunition are now being supplied 
tp Ibm Saud by the Polish, Another circumstance which may 
ease the necessity for a loan is the "partnership" which 
exists between Ibn Saud and his troops -that is the spoils 
system whereby Itm Saud leaves to his treops 90% of the 
beoty whieh they heve been able to take. 

In addition to the above factors, there remains the 
sehiem which existe in the religious strueture of the Yemen 
whieh Ibn Saud is endeavoring to widen to the advantage of 
himeelf amd the confounding of the Imam. Of this, I shall 


endeavor to speak more at length in a subse uent despatch. 


Respectfully yours, 


Coa oO 
File Ne. 800 r the owe | 


RY/mer. | mith | 


Distribution: Original & 2 copies for 
the Department. 





DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
CS S| ere FOR... Report #35477. 
FROM ..... Military Attache... (Parker... ) DATED ____.. April_3,1934 
TO Great Britain NAME 11137 ane 


REGARDING: Status of Najran. 


Quotes an article from NEAR EAST AND INDIA, March 29, 
concerning the dispute Between Saudi Arabia and the 
Yemen over the --. 
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DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
ee; FOR ____! communication ss 
FROM _____.. Ka,..8. Twitchell D ssc Seances } DATED __April 53,1934 
NAME ) -1127 ere 


REGARDING: Map of Saudi Arabia. 


Encloses a map of Asia published by the National Geographic 
Society with the Ruba! -al -Khali boundary marized as claimed 
by Kinz Ibn Saud. Encloses a letter from Mr. Bumstead; a, 
1,000,000 map showing the port of Jubail and nearby district; 
and, @ map showing Abha as the capital of Asir, 
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DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
SEE 20f.6363 Standard 011 Co./63 Ss For letter 
FROM Great Britain Millard ) DATED _“PFril 27, 1934 
TO NAME 1—1127 eve 
REGARDING: 


Anglo-Turkish Convention of July 29, 1915, xxkinza and Convention 
of March 9, 1914, concerning boundary between Saudi arabia 
and the British sphere of influence. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


zx 
DEPARTING D, WHE HISTORICAL ADVISER 


1934 AUG 14 AM 10 14 August 6, 1934. 


UIVISION opOUNDARIES IN ARAPIA 
COMMUNIC 47 NS 
As added byymand, tee copy of the "Map of Arabia and the 
Pereian Gulf", scale 1 inch m 32 mi. (Call Noe 
Al a. 1916), loaned to Mr. Alling in Near 
Eastern Division, 


1. Boundar etween Ottoman territories (now Saudi Arabia) 
and Qaxar. 


The boundary is defined in the Anglo-Turkish convention, 
signed at London, July 29, 1913, article 11 (890F.6362 
Standard Oil Company/63) which reads ae follows: 

Article ll. 


The Ottoman sanjak of Nejd, the northern boundary 
of which is marked by a line of demarcation defined in 
article 7 of this Convention, ends on the south at the 
gulf opposite the island of Zakhnuniyah, which belongs 
to the said sanjak. A line starting from the extreme 
end of the said gulf shall run due south to Ruba-ale 
Khali, and shall separate Nejd from the El—Katr penin-— 
sula. The boundaries of Nejd are marked by a blue line 
on the map annexed to this Convention (Annex V a). The 
Imperial Ottoman Government having renounced all thein 
claims with regard to the El Katr peninsula, it is fx] 
agreed between the two Governments that the said peniy3 
sula shall be governed, as heretofore, by Sheikh Jase ft- 
bin-Sani and his successors. His Britannic Majesty's 
Government declare that they will not permit the 
Sheikh of Bahrein to interfere in the internal affairs 
of El-Katr, to infringe the autonomy of the country, or 
to annex it. 


The boundary is also shown on map "Annexe Numéro 5A" 
attached to the convention, as a blue line extending from 


the 
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the Gulf of Zakhnuniyah due south to the parallel of 2° 
north latitude. 

Ratifications of the convention have not been exchanged; 
however, see reference to it in the Anglo=—Turkish convention 


of March 9, 1914, quoted in the next succeeding section. 


2. Boundary between Ottoman territories (now Saudi Arabia 


and Yemen) and the British hinterland of Aden. 


The boundary is defined in the Anglo-Turkish convention 
of March 9, 1914 (ratifications exchanged at London, June 3, 
1914). 

In Article 3 the boundary is defined as follows; 


Le point No. 1 du Ouadi Bana indigué sur la 
premiére des cartes annexées (Annexe B) & la présente 
Convention, ¢tant le dernier point du cété de l'est 
délimité sur les lieux, 11 est convenu entre les 
Hautes Parties contractantes et arrété, conformement 
au dit protocole, et sous réserve des conditions et 
specifications y contenues, aque la frontiére des 
territoires ottomans suivra une ligne droite aqui ira 
du Lekemet-ul-Choub vers le nord-est au désert de 
Ruba-al-Khali avec une inclinaison de 45°. Cette 
ligne rejoindra dens le Ruba—al-Khali, sur le paralléle 
20°, la ligne droite et directe vers le sud aui part 
d'un point sur la rive méridionale du golfe d'Oudjeir 
e+ qui sépare le territoire ottoman du sandjak de Nedjd 
du territoire d'El Katr, en conformité de l'article 11 
de la Convention anglo-—ottomane du 29 juillet, 1913, 
relatif au Golfe Persique et aux territoires environments. 


Note: The point of beginning, "Lekemet-ul—Choub" is 
spelled "Lakamat ash Shub on the map of the Aden Protectorate, 
scale 1:253,440, British War Office, 1930 (call number 
415.5a.1930). It is approximately in latitude 13° 50' N., 


longitude 44° 45' &, 


a 


A mathematician in the Coast & Geodetic Survey computes 
that a line beginning at the latitude and longitude indicated 
above for Lakamat ash Shub, startinz at an angle of 45° 
measured from true north, running in a great circle course, 
would intersect the 20th parallel of latitude at approximately 
51° 24' 25" east longitude. This is shown in pencil on the 
map. This appears to be within five miles of the longitude 
of the head of the Gulf of Zakhnuniyah—-the meridian of which 
is shown north of 20° north latitude. 

3. Koweit—Nejd (now Saudi Arabia) boundary and neutral zone. 

The boundary is mapped according to the Koweit—Nejd 
boundery convention of December 2, 1922 (p. 213, Vol. 11, 
Treaties, Engagements, end Sanade relating to India and 
Neighbouring Countries, 5th ed., 1933; text also in accom 
paniment to a letter to Mr. Murray, from Mr. Millard, 
secretary of the American Embassy, London, dated July 3, 
1934, DOR file 790B.90F 15/3. 

The boundary is defined as follows: 

The frontier between Najd and Kuwait begins in 

the West from junction of Wadi al Aujah (W. al Audja) 

with the Batin (El Batin), leaving Rag'i (Rikai) to 

Najd, from this point it continues in a straight line 

until it joins latitude 29° and the red semi-circle 

referred to in Article 5 of the Anglo-Turkish Agree— 
ment of 29th July 1913. The line then followe the 

side of the red semi-circle until it reaches a point 

terminating (sic) on the coast south of Ras al 

Qali'tah (Ras el Kaliyah) and this is the indisputable 

southern frontier of Kuwait territory. 


The 
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The neutral zone is also shown according to the Koweit— 

Nejd boundary convention of 1922, as follows: 
e+.» The portion of the territory bounded on the North 
by thie line [the boundary line defined above] and 
which is bounded on the West by a low mountainous ridge 
celled Shaq (Esh Shakk) and on the East by the sea and 
on the South by a line passing from West to East from 
Shaq (Esh Shakk) to 'Ain al 'Abd (Ain el Abd) and thence 
to the coast north of Ras al Mish'ab (Ras Mishaab), in 
this territory the Governments of Najd and Kuwait will 
share equal rights until through the good offices of 
the Government of Great Britain a further agreement is 
made between Najd and Kuwait concerning it. 

The western boundary (Eeh Shakk) and part of the southern 

boundary are copied as mapped on the Basra sheet of the 

International Map (sheet N. H-38), 1927 edition. 

4. ejd (now Saudi arabia)—-Iraq boundary and neutral zone. 

wt The Nejd—Iraq boundary is defined in Article 1 of 

Hu Protocol Noe 1, December 2, 1922, to the Muhammara conven- 

d \ 

) tion of May 5, 1922. ("Colonial No. 4" 1924, "Iraq: Report 
on Iraq administration April 1922—-March 1923", pp. 183-185); 
see text in Aden despatch No. 1163, of July 7, 1926 (DOR file 
767 N.90 B 15/6); also in Baghdad despatch no. 392 of March 30, 
1926 (file 790B.90g/4). 

Confirmed by Bahra Agreement, November 1, 1925 (Cmd, 
2566 of December 1925). 

The boundary is described in article 1 of the Protocol 
referred to, which reads as follows: 


Article l. 


Ses 


Article 1. — (a) The frontier from the east begins 
at the junction of the Wadi al 'aujah (W. €1 Audja) with 
Al Batin, and from this point the Najd frontier passes 
in a straight line to the well called Al Wuqubah (£1 
Ukabba), leaving Al Lulaimiyah (Dulaimiya) end Al 
Wuqubah an heat north of the line, and from Al 
Wuqubah (El Ukabba) it continues, N.W. to Bir Ansat 
(Bir Unsab). 


(co) Starting from the point mentioned above, i.e. 
from the point of the junction of the Wadi al ‘Aujah 
(W. el audja) with Al Batin (El Batin), the 'Iraq 
boundary continues in a straight line N.W. to Al 
Amghar (El Amghar), leaving this place to the South of 
the line and from thence proceeds §S.¥. ina straight 
line until it joins the Najd frontier at Bir Ansab 
(Bir Unsab). 


(c) The area delimited by the points enumerated 
above which includes 411 these points will remain neutral 
and common to the two Governments of 'Irag and Najd who 
will enjoy eoual rights in it for all purposes. 


(d) From Bir Ansab (Bir Unseb) the boundary between 
the two States proceeds N.W. to Birkat al Jumaimah 
(Birkat al Djumeima) and from thence northwards to Bir 
al 'Uqbah (Bir el Akabsa) and Qasr 'Uthaimin (Kasr Athmin), 
from there westwards ina straight line passing through 
the centre of Jal al Batn (Djal el Batn) to Bir Lifiyah 
(Bir Lifa) and then to Bir al Mana'iyah (Bir el Maniya) 
and from there to Jadidat 'Artar (Dja-daidat el ee 
from there to Mukur and from Makur to the Jebal ‘Anazan 
(Anaza), situated in the neighbourhood of the inter- 
section of latitude 32° (east-north) with longitude 39° 
(north-east) where the [Arabic is wrong] 'Iraq—Nejd 
boundary terminates, 


The boundary as marked by hand in red on the map is 


copied in part from the Basra sheet 1:1,000,000, N. H-28 
1927 edition. 


Nejd (now Saudi Arabia)--Transjordan Boundary 


The boundary is described in the Hadda Agreement, 


November 2, 1925 (Cmd. 2566 cf December 1925), article l. 


The 


-6— 


The turning points are es follows: 
(1) 32° Ne, 39° BE. (initial point) 
(a) SL” 3o' ., ST” By 
(3) ai" 25" No, 37* Be 
Thence in a straight line toward tuming point 
(4) and passing around the western "projecting 
edges of the Wadi Sirhan" (see International Map 
sheet N. H-37, 1918 edition); 
(4) 2° N., 38° E. 
(5) 29° 35' N., 38° E. 
6. Hejaz (now Saudi arabia)--Transjordan Boundary 
The boundary is defined by an “exchange" of notes 
between Great Britain and the Kingdom of the Hejaz and 
Nejd and its Dependencies, May 19/21, 1927 (Cmd. 2951, 
British Treaty Series No. 25, 1927). The British inter— 
pretation of the frontier (to which Ibn Saud did not agree) 
is as follows: 

The frontier between the Hejaz and Transjordan 
starts from the intersection of meridian 38° E. and 
parallel 29° 35' N. which marks the termination of 
the frontier between Nejd and Transjordan, and 
proceeds in a straight line to a point on the Hejaz 
Railway 2 miles south of Mudawwars. From this point 


it proceeds in a straight line to a point on the 
Gulf of Aqaba 2 miles south of the town of Agaba.e 
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DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
SEE B62m.9LLV/ 145 eee eeeeeeecenenene FOR _..... Report #131 
FROM __..Jerusalem............0...... (.... rent... ) DATED _May 11, 1955 
TO NAME 1—1137 ove 
REGARDING: 


Akabe and Maan. 


Discontent of Ibn Saud with existing border which gives - to 
Trans-Jordan. 
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DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
see___ 867-911 /1538 For Report #178 
FROM .... Jerusalem... (_.---BYenh........... ) DATED __.. Sept.6, 1935 
TO NAME 1—1137 ere 
REGARDING: 


Fuad Bek Hamza, Saudi Arabian Foreign Minister, stated that 
during his visit to London negotiations were carried on with 
regard to Akaba but that no definite results were obtained. 


Belief that the British will never give up Maan and Akaba. 
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% during their 
nt of MOKATTAM ‘ha 
stated to a corresyonde stay/ 


stay in London negotiations were carried on with regard to 

the delimitation of the frontier at Akaba but that no definite 
—~ 

results were obtained. 

It was also stated that a conference of representatives of 

the British, French, and Hidjaz governments will meet in Heifa 


on Ostober 10, to discuss plans for the Hid rail Fuad 


Hamma expressed the hope that a definite settlement would be 
achieved at this conference. 


DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
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SEE___8900.6363/52, _ FOR ___.#829 oe 
Sh haa hatiataehiacnemts és 
ia 
— Knabenshue May 18, 1936 N 
q eee (. Mnabonshue ) paren oy rN 
TO NAME 1—1187 eve 
REGARDING: 
a 


Control of Qatar. 


Conversation between H.St. John Philby and King Ibn Saud in which 
Philby insisted that Saudi Arabia continue to control Qatar. 
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NOTE 
SEE___890D.6363/52 _ FOR __.#629 
FROM Iraq. Knbenshue ) parep May 18, 19360 
To NAME 1st ove 


— 


REGARDING: 
Control of Qatar. Fam 


Conversation between H.St. John Philby and King Ibn Saud in which 
Philby insisted that Saudi Arabia continue to control Qatar. 
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DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
SEE ._890f .6363 Standard 0i1 Co./90 ron. #387, 
FROM Alexandria ss (...._Morris ) DATED _April 17, 1937 
TO NAME v-daT oro 


REGARDING: 
Qatar Peninsula and the southern boundary of Saudi Arabia. 


Statement of Lloyd Hamilton of the Standard 0il Company that 


negotiations are going on between King Ibn Saud and the British 
concerning -. 
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pe a Teh FOR ......... menarandun O 
AN 

FROM State Department (Childs —_)paten .Vet-15, 1957 ‘ ~™ 
TO NAME 11127 ero Nn 
0) 

REGARDING: wom of akaba, Transjordan. : 

Memorandum giving description and discussing status of -. o™ 
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NOTE 
SEE... 867n.01/972.. FOR |, 
FROM _Imq...... ss . (Kbenashue_._.) DATED _.... Oct. 28,1947... 
TO NAME 1— 1127 ero 


REGARDING: Question of settling difficulties arising over port 
of Aqaba in connection with proposed partition of Palestine 
and frontier limits of the Transjordan. 

Substance of a press item stating the Saudi Arabian Minister 
in Lendon has discussed with the British Government the --. 
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Baghéea, ivea, Oetober 2, 1987. 


Ho. 690 « Diplomatic 


Subject: Frees Reports on Political situation in 
Geeéi avebia. 


The Honerable 
The seepetary of State, 


an Washington, D.¢. 


Sirs 


Assuming to & recent edition of Al-alam vl- 
avabi, veporte have reashed Basreh from Riyeéh to 
the ef.e¢t that the snud: avatian Minister in London, 
Shaikh Hafidh Wabba, ‘as discussed with the British 
Government the question of settling the difficulties 
arieing over the port of Aqaba in connection with the 
proposed partition of Palestine and the frontier Limite 
of the Trensjeréen, Ascoréing to this article the 
British Government has proposes that King Ibn saud 
ahowlé have spiritual powers in Aqaba similar to these 


granted 


ervented him under the egreement with the King of Yenen 
releting to the nine protectorates which were recognized 
by the British as extending wp to Aden. It was also 
reperted that the British had suggested to the Jauli 
aveabian Minister that the port ef aqabe should heve a 
special administration cuteide of the partition schemes 
and that ite relations with the neighboring arab 
countries should be speeially defined. 

This ertiele alec stated that the Seudi arabian 
Minister and the British Government have reeentiy 
G@iseussea the sonslusicn cf cammereial anf military 


Gir camumiaations in the kast. It was reported in 
@Gonelusion that the negetiations were meeting with 
certain difficulties ever the final tezt of the agreements. 

aesstorading to an earlier report published in Al- 
Istiklel and giving London as a souree, Areb tribes 
from Ne ja and Hejaz are advancing towerds the nerth. 
The same article stated that this advance if true is 
mot for the purpose of capturing Aqaba. 

While the foregoing newspaper articles can not 
be considered reliable, it does appear that there has 
been during the past two months unusual politiel 
activity in Saudi arabia. In this connection the 
Department will reeall that the Legation in ite despateh 


whieh had been held there supposedly in connection with 


e§ « 
the partition ef Palestine end particulariy on the 


effeet of partition on the control of the port of 
agaba. 


Respectfully yours, 


o> sate rte 
FES; eam 


- Amer Lean pean «ge Jorusalen. 


A true capy of | 
the ne; 
nal-- } 
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NOTE 
oe] 
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Ti 
SS i, _ 
e 
FRom Great Britain Pecan (Johnson +) paTED sient Sern = 
TO NAME 1—1187 ero N 
© 
REGARDING: 


Status of Aqaba. 


Statement of Foreign Office official that King Ibn Saud had never 
recognized that Aqaba was a part of the Palestine and Trans jordan 
mandates and that although he was not pressing the matter he had 
not waived his claim. 
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